Shootin’ the Medusa.
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The beginning of the tale fades from memory but virtually everyone remembers the ending to the story about Medusa, the maiden so obsessed with her own beauty that her bragging angered everyone.   And, eventually she even angered Athena, the Goddess of Beauty.   For punishment Athena turned Medusa’s head into a hideous monster writhing with snakes.  Snakes moving in all directions at once.   So, hideous that none dare gaze upon the face of Medusa from that day forth for fear that they would turn to stone.    

Spin forward in time from mythology to reality and we find two creative Cowboy Action Shooters…Ore Cart SASS #5719 and Governor General SASS #43291 who are sometimes a little too creative for their own good.   Their minds are constantly, dare we call it “working”, trying to find the right mix of speed, accuracy and competency with all firearms on the Cowboy Action range.   They believe that Cowboy Action shooting should blend all three of these components, sometimes emphasizing one over the other. And above all, it should be safe and fun for everyone.  And, for more that four years they have been in charge of the 3rd Saturday of the month match of the Pawnee Shootists at the Pawnee Sportsman Center, Briggsdale, Colorado doing what they do best, dispensing fun and lots of lead.

A little background to this story is in order.  One night Ore Cart arose from probably his best night sleep in weeks and asked himself,  “What if we could design a shotgun target that acted like the head of Medusa?”   Now, the idea of anything writhing can bring out the best in creative cowboy target design, particularly among shotgun affectionados.   And it did, albeit with a lost night or three of sleep.  So, Ore Cart and Governor General cogitated over the idea for awhile, going through several design iterations and there you have it!  Enter for your shooting pleasure “The Medusa”, a new and improved variety, a shotgun target from Hell itself.  

The Medusa stage at Pawnee Sportsman’s Center is a stage where the pre-game shooter instructions describes the number of shotshell rounds required as “6 plus plus plus” which should give you a good idea of what you find yourself up against.   You stand ready, staring into the eyes of the Medusa waiting for the beep of the timer and if you aren’t careful, for a moment or two you will find yourself gripped as if you have been turned to stone.   You ask yourself the question “Why are they doing this to me?”   And then you thaw out as quickly as you froze, fire your 6 plus plus plus rounds and move briskly to the unloading table happy to have survived and a little bit more savy about the in’s and out’s of Cowboy Action shotgun handling.

The Medusa is a moving target second to none among virtually all shotgun targets.  It a pendulum driven, spring loaded, clay bird holding monster that you start in a variety of ways depending on the stage set up.   The steel plate that is at one of the business ends of the pendulum can take pretty much whatever is thrown at it.   So, creative stage design allows the pendulum to be started with a shotgun blast, a shot from a rifle or one from a pistol.   And then the fun really begins.  Once unleashed, the pendulum swings and the stout spring inserted mid-way down the arm at the opposity end of the pendulum loads up a firmly attached clay bird holder containing a clay bird holding on for dear life.   This clay bird gyrates rapidly and wildly, like the snakes on the head of Medusa, just daring the upstart shotgunner looking her in the face to try and knock her down.   And eventually the energy fades and Medusa is tamed allowing even the most nervous shooter to succeed. 

The Medusa targets at Pawnee Sportsman’s Center are quite unique and for anyone who has never shot them before, a little intimidating.   But, leave them out from just one shoot and you are bound to get half dozen questions asking,  “Where are the Medusa’s today?”    Those simple questions really emphasize the point being delivered by the designers.   While these creative targets may raise your level of anxiety they also add a real sense of pure fun to the game of Cowboy Action Shooting TM.   And therein they truly accomplish what the designers always have in mind, to create a challenging but fun target that all can face and eventually turn their faces of stone into the face of a shooter having the time of their life with a shotgun.    

Let’s go shoot a Medusa!

